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95-263 August 6, 1995 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU PRESIDENT REMINDS GRADUATES TO RELY ON THE SIMPLE VIRTUES 
CHARLESTON -- The 325 graduates participating in Eastern 
Illinois University's summer commencement ceremony Sunday were 
reminded that the key to success lies in the simple virtues of 
life. 
In his charge to the graduates, EIU President David Jorns said 
that the simple virtues of family, friendship, courage, honor and 
commitment were the stones and structures on which civilization was 
built. 
He cited examples from history to emphasize the importance of 
each virtue and to encourage graduates to emulate the ideals and 
deeds of those who have contributed so much to the world. He quoted 
Claire Boothe Luce on family, Thomas Jefferson on friendship and 
Andrew Carnegie on honor. 
"A modern university deals with the complex issues of modern 
life. And, for the most part, this has been the theme of your 
education here. But, we hope that you remember that success in 
life, now as always, is based on simple virtues," Jorns observed. 
Also bringing greetings to the graduates was Dr. Mack 
Hollowell of Charleston, vice chair and trustee of the Board of 
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Governors Universities. 
A loyal supporter of Eastern and higher education and an EIU 
"Centennial 100" honoree, Hollowell told the graduates that success 
has never been harder to achieve than in today's world. "There will 
be tremendous challenges and unprecedented distractions. Your 
advantage is you have a fine education and obviously, vision and 
perseverance as evidenced by your diplomas." 
Joining Hollowell on the platform was special guest Gloria 
Jackson Bacon, a University of Illinois trustee whose former 
campaign worker, Aurelia Ethel Lovett-Bey of Chicago, earned a 
Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree from Eastern. 
Also addressing the graduates was Student Body Vice President 
for Public Affairs Jason Anselment of Dahlgren, who told his peers: 
"If our children are to have the opportunity to live the 'American 
Dream,' we must become that generation which brings the play to 
life instead of those who simply continue to write it." 
EIU Alumni Association President Jacqueline Clapp ('88} of 
Mattoon welcomed the newest members of Eastern's more than 63,000-
member alumni network and asked them to remain committed to their 
alma mater and to continue to develop their potential as productive 
citizens of tomorrow. 
During the ceremony, Jorns remembered the late Ona Norton of 
Charleston and the late Grace Markwell Meier of rural Paris for 
their dedication and selfless service to Eastern. 
Mrs. Norton was known for the work she and her husband did in 
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helping African-American students find housing at Eastern before 
housing was available on campus. 
Mrs. Meier established a scholarship for academically talented 
minority students at Eastern and was a proud member of the EIU 
Foundation and the EIU Alumni Association. 
Jorns also presented recently retired art professor Billy 
Heyduck of Charleston with Eastern's 1995 Distinguished Faculty 
Award, the university's highest faculty honor. His teaching career 
at Eastern spanned 29 years. 
Others receiving special recognition were Eastern's student 
marshals and Joyce Felstehausen of Charleston, professor of 
technology, who represented the School of Adult and Continuing 
Education as faculty marshal. She carried the university mace, 
traditionally a symbol of honor accorded a marshal of commencement. 
Herbert Lasky, director of Eastern's Honors Programs, 
acknowledged the student marshals, who led the graduates in the 
processional and recessional. Local students serving as marshals 
were Barbi Smyser of Ashmore; Amy Davis, David Lair and Heather 
Lair, all of Charleston; and Kate Baker of Mattoon. 
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